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Back to School 

Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, 
“What do you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), 
“where are you staying?” (John 1:38) 

  

 The kids are back in school for the fall and teachers are busy 

forming their “skulls full of mush” for another year. At the end of this 

year the Seniors will graduate and then they’ll have learned 

everything they need to know in life. 

 Of course, that’s not true. What they learn through high 

school is a set of knowledge that prepares them for life ahead. 

Someone has said that the real purpose of formal education is to 

become life-long learners. Isaac Asimov said, “Education isn’t 

something you can finish.” 

Sundays 9:00 AM 
10:15 AM 

Adult Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Wednesdays 5:30 PM 
6-7:00 

Family Meal 
Youth/KidZone 

Tuesday, Sept. 1 5:00 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

Deacons 
Trustees 
CE & M&E 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 3:00 PM 
6:30 PM 

Come to Supper 
Council 

Saturday, Sept. 12 5:30 PM Yule Staycation 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 6:30 PM ABW 
Wed, Sept. 16 NOON SALT 
Thursday, Sept. 17 6:30 PM Sac & Fox 
Saturday, Sept. 19  Kiwanis Kids Day 



 This is the attitude we should have as Christians in our 

relationship with Christ. John in the verse above thought it important 

to translate the meaning of “Rabbi” in case some didn’t know. Saying 

it means, “Teacher.” His disciples considered him their “life teacher.” 

Similarly, the Greek word for “disciple” is mathētēs, which directly 

translates to a learner, pupil, or student. This means that those who 

are disciples of Jesus, today, are to be life-long learners with Jesus as 

our teacher.  

 We rarely learn passively. What I mean by that is that it’s rare 

that we can grow in knowledge or in our character unless we’re 

actively pursuing it by asking questions like, “What do I (personally,) 

need to learn in my relationship with Jesus?” Or, “What is Jesus 

wanting to teach me this year?” And then actively doing what will 

help us to grow in that area. If we’re followers of Christ we must do 

this all the time as life-long learners. 

 Someone might ask, “Well, what are some of the things that 

Jesus wants his disciples to learn? Check out these statements from 

our Teacher, Jesus: 

 “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another.” (John 13:35) 

“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32) 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save 

their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.” 

(Luke 9:23-24) 

If Jesus told you this morning that he had a pop-quiz for you 

to take and the questions were, how are you doing with my lessons 

from John 13:35; 8:31-32 and Luke 9:23-24. Would you pass? It’s OK if 

you wouldn’t right now, (none of us would have a perfect grade.) The 

purpose of the quiz is to show where we need to grow. 

We recently asked what your 3 wishes were for our church. As 

life-long learners we should make it our aim to always be asking, 

“What are Jesus’ 3 wishes for me as his disciple right now?” 

Still learning, - John 

 

PRAYER LIST: The family of Rachel Clark, The family of Emily 

Reneker, the family of Don Rude, the family of Janet Morris, The 

family of Deanna Wilson, The family of Winnifred Fritz, The Miller 

Family, David & Margaret Wilson, Sharie Leazer, Rod Ryan, Nolan 

Stevenson, Betsy Wright, Dick and June Workman, Lisa Greenig’s 

niece, Alyssa and sister, Jenny. 
  

Saturday, September 12, 5:30 
John & Diane Yule’s, 502 North Washington, Richland 
 

Worship in the Park Central Park @ 10:15 
September 6. This is our Community Service and final 

park date for the year.  
 

American Baptist Women will meet on Tuesday, 

September 15 to tie some lap quilts. Come enjoy a fun time of 

fellowship with other ladies from our Church Family. All ages 

are invited. 
 

Operation Christmas Child: 
We are once again partnering with Samaritan’s Purse to send 

Christmas gifts to Children around the World. There are three easy 

ways to help fill a Shoebox: 

1. Donate funds to help purchase items or cover shipping costs 

($10 per box; goal: 50 boxes) 

2. Purchase items from the printed signup sheet and return them 

to the church 

3. Scan the QR code below to shop our Amazon Gift Registry. 

Items will be shipped directly to Erica Voreis. 

Please have all gifts and donations turned in 

by September 14. We'll celebrate with a 

packing party during KidZone this fall! 

Questions? Contact Erica Voreis at 

814-386-9025. 



 1. Fred Hickenbottom 17. Adler Voreis 

 4. Claire Epperson 18. Fabian Bermeo 

 7. Christopher Kyle 19. Jacob Wallace 

 9. Margaret Stephens 21. Lalita Reed-Foster 

12. EmmaGrace Crandall 22. JJ Greiner 

15. Margaret Wilson  

 1. Fred & Dixie Hickenbottom 22. John & Diane VanWinkle 

 4. Bob & Mary Keller 28. Mike and Sarah Stiemsma 

17. Lee & Deb Muntz 30. Lundy & Sheila Anderson 

 

Note: If your birthday or anniversary is this month, but is not listed, 

  please call the church office with that information. 

 

HEAD USHERS KIDZONE LEADERS 

 6. Ted Diers  6. Park 

13. Scott Worley 13. Lisa Greenig & Karen Hoyle 

20. Ted Munson 20. Betsie Wotherspoon 

27. Roger Wright 27. Family Sunday 

 

COMMUNION September 13:  Diane & Amy VanWinkle 

First Baptist Church Council Meeting 
August 11, 2026 
 

Members present: John Yule, Darrel Bisgard, Virgil Symmonds, JoDee 

Kyle, Randy Baird, John Kermott, and Bob and Mary Keller. 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Darrel Bisgard, followed by a 

devotional presented by John Yule. Virgil Symmonds moved to 

approve the minutes of the previous meeting. JoDee Kyle seconded 

the motion, and the motion carried. 
 

Committee Reports 

Christian Education: JoDee Kyle reported that Tammy Hawkins 

submitted her resignation from her position in Family Ministry, and 

the resignation was accepted. 

The Christian Education Board will move forward with plans for fall 

youth ministry. 

Missions and Evangelism and Christian Education are working 

together to develop new outreach activities. Rather than entering a 

float for Kids Day, FBC will have a presence on the square where 

children may paint “Kindness Rocks,” reflecting this year’s theme, 

“Keys to Kindness.” Additional outreach activities are also being 

planned. 

Missions and Evangelism: Virgil Symmonds reported that the 

committee remains active and is making strong progress on several 

planned outreach activities. 

Financial Report: Randy Baird reported that the general fund balance 

is $13,707, which is approximately the same as last month. The 

trustees are currently obtaining estimates for chimney repair or 

removal.   

Deacons: Darrel Bisgard reported that the Deacons have met several 

times to pray with individuals and assist in meeting identified needs. 

The meeting was closed in prayer by Randy Baird. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary J. Keller, Clerk 

 


