
         
 

Sundays 9:00 AM 
10:15 AM 

Adult Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Tuesday, July 7 5:00 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

Deacons 
Trustees 
CE & M&E 

Sunday, July 12 10:15 AM Worship in the Park 
Sun-Wed. 12-15 6-7:30 PM VBS 
Wed, July 15 NOON SALT 
Thursday, July 16 6:30 PM Sac & Fox 
Sunday, July 19 Following 

worship 
Quarterly Meeting 
“Re-Vision” session 2 

Wednesday, July 22 5:30-7:30 Youth Pool Party 
Friday, July 24 5:30 PM Ted Munson Staycation 
 
 
    
 
   May Finances: 
   Giving: 16,441.32 
   Expenses: 17,566.12 

 
 

Church Life         
Fairfield First Baptist Church 
   “A Faith Building Community” 
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Prayer & Pledging Allegiance 

 I’ve found that many Christians struggle with the idea of 

patriotism. There are some who feel it’s wrong to have an American 

flag in a church sanctuary. Some question whether we should “pledge 

allegiance to the flag and the United States of America.” “Shouldn’t 

we only give our allegiance to God?” they ask. 

 I think this line of questioning fails to consider that we have 

many different allegiances in our lives. When Amy and I got married 

and I pledged my vows to her I was pledging my allegiance to her as 

my wife. It’s also only right that as a father I pledge allegiance to my 



children. We should have an allegiance to our neighbors such that 

we’re looking out for them. 

 The definition of “allegiance” is simply “devotion or loyalty to 

a person, group, or cause.” The problem comes, I think, when people 

fail to understand that we can have priorities in our allegiances. When 

I pledge allegiance to the flag, I haven’t denied my allegiance to 

Christ or to his Church. I’ve simply said something that’s true and 

good. I’ve pledged an allegiance to the nation of which I’m a citizen. 

It doesn’t mean that this allegiance supersedes my faith. 

 Matthew records the religious leaders trying to catch Jesus in 

a trap of allegiance, but Jesus said, “Give to Ceasar what is Ceasar’s 

and to God what is God’s.” He wasn’t putting Ceasar on equal footing 

with His Father, he was simply saying, order your priorities properly.  

He said, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Matt. 6:33.) 

In other words, we’re to make God and his righteousness our first 

priority, and when we do that all our other priorities will fall in proper 

order. Giving God our utmost allegiance will allow us to give proper 

allegiance to our church, our country, our community, our family and 

our spouse.  

 I’ve noticed another misconception which assumes that 

patriotism is the support of everything a citizen’s country does. This is 

clearly not what patriotism means. In fact, a true patriot will call out 

their leaders where there’s wrong being done and will pray for the 

leaders in hopes that God will, “mend every flaw”, (as we sing in the 

great hymn, “America, the Beautiful.”) 

The scripture, above, from 1 Timothy 2, goes on in the next 

verse, (vs. 3,) to say, “This is good, and pleases God our Savior…” So 

let’s keep putting God first in our lives while we also give healthy and 

hearty allegiance to our beautiful country as we celebrate its 250th 

year anniversary.  May God bless America. 

 

      -John 
 
 

                 

PRAYER LIST: The family of Janet Morris, 
The family of Deanna Wilson, The family of 

Winnifred Fritz, The Miller Family, David & 

Margaret Wilson, Sharie Leazer, Rachel Clark, 

Don Rude, Rod Ryan, Nolan Stevenson, Betsy 

Wright, Dick and June Workman, Lisa Greenig’s 

niece, Alyssa and sister, Jenny. 
  

Friday, July 24, Ted Munson’s 

3197 Wheat Blvd, Lockridge 
 

Friday, August 21, Voreis’ Family 

605 E. Madison 
 

Saturday, September 12 
John & Diane Yule’s 

502 North Washington, Richland 

 

Worship in the Park 

Central Park @ 10:15 
July 12, August 9, September 6 (Community)  

 
Youth Group Pool Parties. 
Greenigs, 804 E. Fillmore Ave. 5:30-7:30.  

Wednesday, July 22, Thursday, August 20 
For those entering 6th grade or above. 

Supper will be served at 5:30. Swimming to 

follow. It if rains, we will have indoor activities. A one-piece suit 

is preferred for the ladies. Bring your own towel and goggles. 

Have your ride pick you up at 7:30. 



 1. Every Voreis 21. Jane Symmonds 

 5. Naomi Stiemsma 28. John Kermott 

11. Erin Epperson 30. Bob Keller 

16. Karol Watson 31. Maria Bermeo 

17. Dick Workman 31. Michael Bermeo 

19. John Wilson  

    

10. John & Connie Rathbun 22. Mark & Janelle Epperson 

12. Roger & Staci Wright  

        
 Note: If your birthday or anniversary is this month, but is not listed, 

  please call the church office with that information. 

 

HEAD USHERS KIDZONE LEADERS 

5 John VanWinkle 5 Volunteer & Jan Baird 

12 John Rathbun 12 Worship in the Park 

19 Darrel Bisgard 19 Volunteer & KimHalverson 

26 Randy Baird 26 Sarah & Naomi Stiemsma 

 

COMMUNION July 5:  Lisa Greenig & Jan Baird 

 

First Baptist Church Council Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2026 
 
Members Present: Greg Hanshaw, John Kermott, Virgil 

Symmonds, Randy Baird, Jan Baird, John Yule, JoDee Kyle, and 

Mary Keller. 

Greg opened the meeting with a devotion titled “God’s 

Provision” from The Daily Bread, followed by prayer. Virgil 

moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Randy 

seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

Board Reports 

Christian Education: JoDee reported a teacher will be needed 

for middle school and high school Wednesday evening classes 

this fall. 

Calendar Items from Committees, Boards, and Pastor: 

A. June 16 ABW 

B. June 18 Youth Pool Party 

C. June 21 Worship in the Park 

D. June 28 Re-Vision session 1 

E. July 12-15 6:00-7:30 PM VBS 

F. July 19- Quarterly Meeting & Re-Vision session 2 

G. July 24- Staycation at Ted Munson’s 

Financial Report: Randy reported that the month was 

financially typical, with steady giving and a General Fund 

balance of $22,314.99. 

 

Old Business 

5-Year Planning Committee: The “3 Wishes” submissions are 

being compiled and will be used during the Re-Vision Session. 

The council discussed the potential “Finishing Well” ministry, 

which is intended to equip and encourage seniors to actively 

pursue and fulfill God’s calling. Pastor John indicated that he 



would like to begin this ministry in the fall. 

John and Amy will be away for much of July and will try to 

arrange coverage for the church office during morning hours. 

They will assist with John’s mother from July 5–10, take a family 

vacation from July 12–20, and help at Forest Lake Camp from 

July 26–31. John will miss only one Sunday during that time. 

 

The council discussed the July Council meeting and, due to 

Pastor John’s absence and its overlap with Vacation Bible 

School, decided to cancel the July meeting. Any urgent matters 

will be communicated by text or email. The next Council 

meeting is scheduled for August 11. 

Jan closed the meeting in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary J. Keller 

 

 
 

  Summer 

 “Re-Vision” 

   Series: 
The Five Year Planning Committee is providing a chance to 

collectively plan the next chapter of Fairfield First Baptist Church and 

let your ideas, prayers, and needs be heard. Our next sessions will be 

Sunday, July 19th, and Sunday, August 23rd. Each of these Sundays will 

feature a shorter worship service/message ending at 11 AM - 

followed by a 1 hour workshop (11 to Noon) led by the 5 year 

planning committee for all who wish to participate. Our intention is to 

also stream these via Zoom so anyone who is not physically present 

but wishes to participate can attend. 

 

 
Kingdom Chronicles VBS 
Standing Strong in the Battle for Truth 

July 12-15, 6:00-7:30 PM 

For kids entering PreK-5th grade 

Music, Games, Bible Lessons 

Medieval Fun, Save the Date! 

Questions, contact Tammy Hawkins 

tlhawkins.1981 @gmail.com 

Or call the church office. 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Service Project 
This year our VBS kids will be helping to provide 

20 “Birthday Bags” for the Lord’s Cupboard. We 

are asking for donations (20 of each) of the 

following: 

 

 Cake mixes - all flavors 

 Cans of Sprite (in place of eggs and oil!)  

 Frosting (in the plastic containers) 

 Birthday plates - packs of 10 or more 

 Birthday napkins - packs of 10 or more 

 Bags of balloons - they probably come in packs of 10? 

 Packs of candles 

 Party favors - for 10 - 20 kids? Example bouncy balls, 

small toys, noisemakers, stickers, tattoos, bubbles, 

bracelets, etc.  

 

There will be a collection box in the Narthex. Thank you for your 

help! 

 


